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INSECT LIFE CYCLES

The LIFE CYCLE of an insect is from the egg stage to the reproducing adult. How and what it does during this peri-
odisitshiology. METAMORPHOSIS is the name given to the change in shape of an insect asit grows. Insectsare
divided into four groups, depending upon their method of metamorphosis:

ORDERS
InGROUP 1 theinsect that ~ WITHOUT  METAMORPHOSIS THY SANURA (Silverfish)
comes from the egg looks . A0 COLLEMBOLA (Springtails)
exactly like it will when full % g i MALLOPHAGA (Biting lice)
grown, except it issmaller. T“’Bg"ﬁ—f‘ R TN TR TR ANOPLURA (Sucking lice)
EGG YOUNG ADULT

GRADUAL METAMORPHOSIS, ORTHOPTERA (Grasshoppers)

ISOPTERA (Termites)
PSOCOPTERA (Book and bark lice)
THY SANOPTERA (Thrips)
HEMIPTERA (True bugs)
HOMOPTERA (Aphids, leafhoppers)
EGG NYMPHS ADULT DERMAPTERA (EaI’WIngS)

Insectsin GROUP 2
change shape gradually.
There are three stages of
growth, egg, nymph, and
adult.

The young insectsin GROUP 3 INCOMPLETE METAMORPHOSlS (E)PRHDEERRI:/?EROPTER(MayfIi&)

change shape gradually. They ODONATA (Dragonflies)
do not look like adults until PLECOPTERA (Stoneflies)
shedding their last skin. Then
there is a quick change.

EGG NAIADS ADULT

All insectsin GROUP 4 go

through four stages of growth. 7 Ay

None of the young look like s f f—» f—; — L R

the adult. Thereisagreat \ @ MECOPTERA (Scorpionflies)

change in shape when the ) ) TRICHOPTERA (Caddisflies)

adult emerges from the pupal M LEPIDOPTERA (Moths, butterflies)

EGG LARVAE PUPA ADULT DIPTERA (Flies)

SIPHONAPTERA (Fleas)
HYMENOPTERA (Bees, wasps)

NEUROPTERA (Lacewings)
COLEOPTERA (Beetles)
STREPSIPTERA
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